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These are landmark events in the history
of liberty. And none of it would have been
possible without the courage and the deter-
mination of the United States Armed Forces.

Through your service and sacrifice in the
war on terror, you are making America safer.
You're making America safer for not only
those of us who live today but for future gen-
erations of Americans. Your sacrifice has
made it possible for our children and grand-
children to grow up in a safer world.

Many here today have endured long sepa-
rations from your families. We understand
that, and we thank you for that. Some are
preparing to do so. Others have suffered ter-
rible injuries, wounds you will carry with you
for the rest of your lives. Still others have
lost loved ones in this struggle, heroes who
gave their lives so that we might live in free-
dom. We hold them in our hearts; we lift
them up in our prayers.

We're grateful to you, and we are grateful
to your families who love and support you.
Your families miss you, and they worry about
you, and they pray for you, always wondering
where you are and if you're safe. By their
sacrifice, they also serve. Our Nation is grate-
ful to our military families.

You, those who wear our uniform, have
given much, and much more will be asked
of you in the months and years ahead. In
Afghanistan and Iraq, the liberty that has
been won at great cost now must be secured.
We still face terrorist enemies who wish to
harm our people and are seeking weapons
that would allow them to kill on an unprece-
dented scale. These enemies must be
stopped, and you are the ones who will stop
them.

The road ahead will be difficult and dan-
gerous, but we can proceed with courage and
with confidence. History moves toward free-
dom because the desire for freedom is writ-
ten in every human heart. And the cause of
freedom is in the best of hands, the hands
of the United States Armed Forces.

And so, thank you for your service. Thank
you for your sacrifice. May God bless you,
and may God bless your families, and may
God continue to bless the United States of
America.

NoTE: The President spoke at 4:18 p.m. at the
MCI Center. In his remarks, he referred to Joyce
Rumsfeld, wife of Secretary of Defense Donald
H. Rumsfeld; and actor Kelsey Grammer.

Remarks at “America’s Future Rocks
Today—A Call to Service”

January 18, 2005

Thank you all. T hope you've enjoyed this
fantastic concert. I'm traveling—as you can
see, I'm traveling in pretty good company
today, with the First Lady of the United
States, Laura, the mother of Barbara and
Jenna who we love dearly.

Listen, I want to thank all the entertainers
who were here today. How about Hilary
Duff. She was fantastic. Thank you, Hilary.
JoJo—]JoJo is here—[applause]—yes. Ruben
Studdard—you talk about a success story.
Ryan Cabrera—I appreciate Ryan being
here. How about 3 Doors Down? Pretty cool
guys, right? Seem cool to me. Fuel—I appre-
ciate Fuel being here.

Jason Sehorn—I'm honored that my friend
Jason—and I'm really proud and pleased that
he brought his wife, Angie Harmon. I want
to thank Steve Baldwin for being with us
today. I'm honored that Steve was here.
Erika Harold, Miss America 2003—what a
fine person Erika is. How about Kelly Pur-
due, “The Apprentice.” Next thing you know,
the guy will be running for President. Nancy
O’Dell—I'm honored that Nancy is with us.
I appreciate you all coming.

Listen, I'm particularly thrilled to be
standing on the stage with some of America’s
soldiers in the army of compassion. So the
theme of this Inauguration is to celebrate
freedom and to honor service. Today Laura
and I went by and we were able to thank
some of the men and women who wear our
Nation’s uniform for their service to our
country, for their sacrifice for our freedoms.
And today, at this concert, we're particularly
thrilled that we’re honoring service.

You know what that means? It means love
a neighbor just like you'd like to be loved
yourself. Take time out of your life to make
somebody else’s life better. By helping heal
a broken heart or surrounding a friend with
love or feeding the hungry or providing shel-
ter for the homeless, you can help change
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America for the better, one heart, one soul,
one conscience at a time.

I want to thank you all for setting such
a fantastic example. Thank you for your serv-
ice.

And my call to you all is that as you enjoy
the great freedoms of America and as you
enjoy yourself at this Inauguration, I hope
you take away the lesson of helping some-
body in need. And when you do, it will not
only make our country a better place; it will
lift up your own spirit.

Thanks for coming. Enjoy yourself. May
God bless you all, and may God bless Amer-

1ca.

NoTE: The President spoke at 6:54 p.m. at the
District of Columbia National Guard Armory. In
his remarks, he referred to professional football
player Jason Sehorn and his wife, actress Angie
Harmon; actor Stephen Baldwin; and television
personality Nancy O’Dell.

Remarks at the “Celebration of
Freedom™ Concert

January 19, 2005

Thank you all. Thank you all for coming.
Thanks for being out here in the cold. You
know, I was realizing there is—you know, no
night is too cold to celebrate freedom.

Mr. Vice President, thank you for your
kind introduction. I thank you and Lynne for
your fine service to the American people.
Our Nation has never had a finer Vice Presi-
dent. Sorry, Dad. [Laughter] Our Nation has
never had a finer First Lady than Laura.
Sorry, Mother. [Laughter]

I'm really proud that much of my family
is with me tonight and will be there tomor-
row. I'm really so happy my dad and mom
are with us.

Appreciate the members of the Cabinet
who are here, Members of Congress, mem-
bers of the Armed Forces. How about the
Apollo astronauts? I can’t thank them enough
for coming. And I love our entertainers who
are here. I want to thank our host, Ryan
Seacrest. Thanks for so much, Ryan. You're
doing a fine job. I appreciate you being here.

I want to thank all the other entertainers
who have come tonight. It means so much
to Laura and me, and I hope it means a lot

to you, that they have taken time out of their
busy schedules to entertain you and to kick
off this Inauguration.

I really thank you all for coming. Many
of you have traveled a long way. What you're
doing is you're taking a part in a great tradi-
tion of hope and renewal in our Nation’s
Capital, and we are really glad you are here.

An Inauguration is a time of unity for our
country. With the campaign behind us,
Americans lift up our sights to the years
ahead and to the great goals we will achieve
for our country. I am eager and ready for
the work ahead, and I know that this office
carries a duty to the entire Nation. After all,
we are one America, and every day that I
am your President, I will serve all Americans.

In these 4 years, we have moved forward
as a people. We have faced challenges. We
have faced them together. And we've taken
up serious tasks at home as well as abroad.
We have grown in appreciation for our free-
dom, and we have grown in appreciation for
the men and women who defend it.

At this very hour, more than a million of
our fellow citizens are standing watch for
America. We are grateful to them all, and
we are grateful to their families. We pray for
our troops; we pray for their families. And
on this night, as we celebrate the blessing
of liberty, America honors the spirit of serv-
ice that keeps our Nation strong and free.

Tomorrow I will take an oath and deliver
an Inaugural Address. You'll be pleased to
hear I'm not going to deliver it twice. But
I will speak about freedom. This is the cause
that unites our country and gives hope to the
world and will lead us to a future of peace.
We have a calling from beyond the stars to
stand for freedom, and America will always
be faithful to that cause.

Thank you for coming. May God bless you,
and may God continue to bless our great Na-
tion. Thank you all.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 5:57 p.m. on the
Ellipse. In his remarks, he referred to radio and
television personality Ryan Seacrest.



